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A publication of the Ohio Special Response Team  

Captain William Ryan is the Fifth Recipient of the 
Level 1 Land Search Insignia.  

Article submitted by Elvin Burnell, OSRT Commander  

Captain William Ryan is the fifth recipient of the 
Level 1 Land Search Insignias.  It was awarded at 
the OSRT Staff Meeting on  2nd December 2017.  
The insignia is given to those members who 
complete all of the requirements per American 
Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) F 
2209.Land Search Level I. Captain Ryan has been 
diligently training to complete all course work 
involved to earn this award. He has been 
member of OSRT since 2013. 
 
 
He is to be congratulated in achieving this 
significant milestone in search and rescue 
training.  It takes perseverance and time to 
accomplish all of the requirements specified in F 
2209. The Level 1 Land Search award should be 
worn on the uniform to indicate the level of 
achievement in search and rescue. The table 
below illustrates the scope of training required to earn the Level I Land Search 
Insignia. It takes time and dedication to achieve this high level of training. 
 

TRAINING REQUIRENENTS –Level I Land SAR 
Department of Interior-Aviation Safety  Course  5 
FEMA -14 courses     45 
NASAR FunSar, SarTech II    48 
Hazards Awareness Courses:  Confined Space, Rope  
Awareness,  Structural Collapse, Water, & Trench 14 
Lost Person Behavior     8 
Medical Courses: BBP, FA,AED, CPR Tetanus Shot 8 
Physical Fitness, etc     2 
Variety of skill Specific Courses – 55 ea   125 
Rope Rescue Courses     30 
Wide Area Search     24 
                                                                                         309 hours 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
ACTIVITIES 

 

  
Unit 7 2nd Saturday of the month 

 
Unit 4 3rd Saturday of the month 

  
February 17, sUAS Training 

 
March 3rd, HQ Staff Meeting 

 

Mid-Ohio training course-March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE OHIO SPECIAL RESPONSE TEAM 
 

The Ohio Special Response Team (OSRT), Incorporated is 
a broad based response unit able to respond to a variety 

of emergencies and disasters in support of the civil 
authorities. Possessing a range of skills increases the 

value and versatility of the unit to the civil authorities. 
Members of the unit are trained to rigid standards in a 

number of skills to assure they can accomplish the 
assigned task (s). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  JOIN THE TEAM! 

Would you like more information about OSRT or would 
you like to volunteer? 

 
Contact Information 

597 PARK AVENUE EAST RD 
MANSFIELD, OH 44905 

419-528-0041 
OSRTINC@YAHOO.COM  

 
  facebook.com/ohiospecialresponseteam  

 
 

The Vanguard Staff 
The term Vanguard originates with the medieval French 
avant-garde, i.e. the ward in front. The vanguard would 
lead the line of march and would deploy first on the field 

of battle.  OSRT strives to lead the way in volunteer 
assistance through a variety of services, leadership and 

professionalism. 
 

Editor in Chief:  Capt. Philip Lohmeyer 
Design:  Capt. Joseph Bobot 

 



 

Page 3 FIRST QUARTER 

Article submitted by Elvin Burnell, OSRT 
Commander  
 
The FTX for 2018 has been scheduled for 9th—
10th Jun 2018. Take note this will be a 2-day 
event. The Executive Committee decided to plan 2 
FTXs in 2018 – one in the spring and the other in 
the fall – both 2 day events.   The primary 
objectives for this change were - to accommodate 
those members who have difficulty getting off 
from work on a Friday and having a fall FTX (2-
day) will still permit the accomplishment of the 
required training. The cost to attend each FTX will 
be $50. 
 
On the agenda are courses that the majority of 
members need to complete: 
 *New Mapping software  
 *Down Power Cables – safety awareness 
 *Rope rescue – low angle 
 *Lost Person Behavior 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for members to 
learn new search and rescue skills or to sharpen 
the SAR skills they already possess.   
 
The spring FTX registration form is on our web 
site.  Mark your calendars for this annual event.   

Article submitted by Tim Durbin, Capt., 
Commander Unit 1 
 
On October 14th Capt. Durbin conducted an 
American Heart class at OSRT Head Quarters for 
team members. The Training Dept. now has a 
Blood Borne Pathogen training program for Unit 
Commanders to conduct this training at the unit 
level for free. Please contact training for 
arrangements.  

FIELD TRAINING 
EXERCISE (FTX) - 2018 

BLOODBORNE 
PATHOGEN TRAINING 

FOR THE UNITS 
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Article submitted by William Ryan, Capt., Commander Unit 7 
 
The month of May gave us the opportunity to return to the Whipps Ledges in the Hinckley Reservation of 
the Cleveland Metroparks for some integrated training and low angle rope rescue work.  
 
Lt. Dale Thompson conducted the canine search, with help from former members Rob and Beth Davis and 
their canines Probie and Shadow. Captain Daryl Smith deployed the Hasty Search teams and the Extraction 
team, once the subjects were located. The scenario involved Daniel Dickerson, and Tyler Durbin playing the 
part of two lost hikers last seen entering the lower Whipps Ledges woods. Using that information, the 
canine teams demonstrated just how effective they could be finding a live subject in a large geographical 
area by locating the two subjects within 40 minutes of leaving Staging. It was then time for the rope team to 
get to work as Tyler did a great job of convincing the search teams that he had a sever leg injury, 
necessitating deployment of the rope team, under the direction of Capt. Tim Durbin, to then perform a low 
angle rope rescue with a long carry to the nearest road.  

 
 
It was great seeing how well the various members were 
able to perform their individual tasks, while combining 
efforts in a true Team effort to find, and extract over 
very rough terrain a badly injured hiker. With everyone 
lending a much needed hand on the long carry out.  
 
It was a great day of training, giving us the chance to 
combine canine, land search, and technical rescue tasks 
into a realistic search scenario.  
 
 

My thanks to everyone who was able to 
participate, and especially to Tyler and 
Daniel for being such good sports about 
playing the role of search subjects. They 
really added a touch of realism to the 
training. 

OSRT EXECISE IN THE HINCKLEY RESERVATION 
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NEW UNIFORM ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Recently we added two new clothing items to the OSRT merchandise Product Line.   Both items are available 
on the OSRT Merchandise Order form which can be found on our web site -  Members Only Section. 
 
 
 
The first item is a Navy Blue fleece sweater.   Earlier this year members 
expressed the need for a cold weather  shirt/sweater that could be worn in 
lieu of the summer poly shirt.   Our vendor  for the T-shirts and poly shirts 
suggested a long sleeved fleece sweater.  Chief Brain Bazley and I each 
purchased  one to try out. We wore the sweaters at our annual field 
training exercise last June.  The sweaters caught the attention of the 
members. Many members said they would like to purchase one. Based on 
the  feedback we decided to make the sweaters available. No badges or 
insignias are to be worn  on the sweater. The organization logo and 
member’s last name will be the only addition to the sweater.  
 
 

 
The second item is new type of safety vest. 
 The Class 2 Hi-viz safety vest has 2 
exterior and 1 interior pockets.  On the 
back are reflective letters “OSRT.”  The 
vest is sleeveless which makes it easier to 
take on and off and be cooler in the 
summer months. Members should 
probably have at least one safety vest in 
their vehicle for emergency use when 
there isn’t time to get in uniform.  The 
safety vest is authorized to wear over the 
OSRT uniform.  Orange color safety vests 
will be worn by members operating the 
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones). 
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Article submitted by Tim Durbin, Capt., Commander Unit 1  
and Supervisor of the Rope Training Program 
 
On September 30th the Rope Rescue team and Drone team 

held a Unit wide training at Pleasant Hill Lake Dam. We spent 

time going thru the Drone program and equipment. We went 

thru the pre-flight paperwork and pre-flight checks. Multiple 

members got flying time on the drone and using the camera to 

take pictures and videos of the Mohican River and valley. 

Afterward the Rope Team gathered up the gear and set up 

scenarios on the dam banks for low angle rescues. We did 

multiple repetitions with different members rigging and 

operating the systems. We had great teamwork and got some 

new members training to rig mainline and belay systems. Capt.  

Smith used the drone to take pictures of our rope training. The 

Rope and Drone teams have Unit wide training quarterly, we 

invite all members to come and work with us.   

ROPE RESCUE & DRONE 

Article Submitted by Cletus Payne, Capt. Commander Unit 2 
 
The year started with Unit 2 rebuilding.  I spent my drill time training with head-
quarters to learn the job of being an officer in OSRT.  I also obtained my FAA drone 
pilot’s license during this time and drilled with the drone team.  While learning 
these tasks recruitment was the priority.  Two new members Pete Scarborough of 
Perrysburg, Ohio and Ryan Payne of Lebanon, Ohio joined the unit.  Both complet-
ed FUNSAR last spring and are interested in canines. 
 
Unit two completed an orientation and communications drill in May with the 
members present.  Two members then participated in Units 3 and 7 Hinckley Res-
ervation exercise.  This included a search exercise and basic rope training.  August saw two members par-
ticipating in OSRT fund raising event at the Mid-Ohio races performing firefighting in the pit areas.  This 
not only helped raise money for OSRT but provided training and experience outside of OSRT’s traditional 
roles.  The unit finished up the year with a drill covering search tactics in November.   
 
Additional items the Unit participated in included:  the Case Western Reserve Exercise, one-member Ryan 
Payne volunteering for the possible out of State deployment, and I started attending the Wyandot County 
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings this month.  A foundation was established this 
year.  Next year we will focus on maintaining a formal drill schedule, training to the national land search 
standard, and recruitment.  Three potential new members have been identified that have expressed in-
terest in joining OSRT.   
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OSRT STREAMLINES ON-LINE TRAINING COURSES 

Article by Dennis Breen Chief, Training/Planning Section 
 
Beginning 1st quarter 2018 major changes to OSRT power point courses will be implemented.  For the past 
several months several members has been preparing quizzes  for our power points  and practical exercises 
for the courses.  
 
Not only the  power point courses be online but also will the quizzes.  When a member logs into the  
Members Only OSRT web site, the member will be able to click on a Learning Management System (LMS) 
tab for power point quizzes, sign-in with user name and password and then be able to  select a course and 
then can immediately take the quiz online.  The member’s responses to the quiz will be automatically 
scored and a certificate printed. In addition, the member’s supervisor and the OSRT Training  Section will be 
notified that a member has taken a particular course and passed the quiz. This system will provide members 
more flexibility in using  their time. The member can decide when it’s the best time in their schedule to take 
an online course(s).   Another benefit is that the member does not have to wait after completing the course 
until the  next unit training to take the quiz.   If a member fails the course quiz after two attempts, their 
supervisor will be notified that the member failed a course quiz.  The supervisor will provide some kind of 
remedial training and retesting quiz. The Commander can request the quiz and answers for the member to 
take at the unit level training-- not online. 
 
An extra benefit for the commanders will be in planning their unit training schedule – more time for 
practical (hands-on) training.  Some of the Power Point quizzes have a practical exercises associated. These 
exercises can be used by the Commanders for unit hands on training . Practical exercises and quizzes are 
available to the Commanders on request.  The Training Section has already provided a current list of power 
point courses, quizzes, and practical exercises to the Unit Commanders.  The Unit Commanders can now 
coordinate assigning monthly power point courses to match those courses that have practical . 
 
The change in training program will enhance the members training experience and help the Unit 
Commander to plan more hands-on practical training at unit meetings. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

Book review submitted by Charles (Chuck) Wright, Member OSRT Unit 4 
 
SAS And Elite Forces Guide Manhunt:   
The art and science of tracking high value enemy targets. 
By:  Alexander Stilwell 
 
First edition published by Lyons press, 2012 (available on Amazon). 
 
My last book review for this newsletter was of John “Lofty” Wise-
man’s SAS Survival handbook which was a mixed, somewhat unen-
thusiastic, review.  While I felt that “Lofty” had some great observa-
tions on wilderness survival techniques it left me uninspired and 
inapplicable, particularly with respect to North American wilder-
ness survival issues.  This book, I think, gives some very applicable 
practical guides on how to do one of our primary search and rescue 
missions as well as providing some very entertaining information on 
“spook” related, covert, military activities. 

 
I suggest you invest in this book (readily available on Amazon).  It gives the reader a case history based 
education in various man tracking methods including ground based and of the upcoming UAV based sys-
tems (which we as an organization are just recently embracing). Ground and UAV based systems tracking 
are obviously applicable to what we do and this book does a good job in covering these techniques. The 
book in divided into case studies of actual efforts to find and locate perpetrators and missing persons us-
ing proven man tracking techniques. It aptly points out that man hunting is a combination of both art and 
science.  The science is very well covered by discussing such techniques as correctly measuring stride and 
interpreting whether the subject was wearing boots and carrying a load or even walking backwards in an 
attempt to deceive the tracker.  Procedures for dealing with those trying to deceive a tracker include 360 
degree and boxing methods. Tracking sticks and measuring tapes as necessary tools in the man tracker’s 
arsenal are also discussed. Those fortunate enough to have attended the man tracking course at our annu-
al training would recognize these tools and techniques. 
 
More importantly, the book stresses the need for a man tracker to sharpen their senses of the natural en-
vironment and the sensory ques we receive from nature which is the “art” of tracking that the author dis-
cusses. This is done by what our Australian friends like to say as doing walk “abouts.”  I call them hikes in 
the woods. I practice man tracking whenever I am out for a hike or hunting in order to observe the envi-
ronment and any tracks I come across whether man made or animal. I try to figure out what made them, 
where it was going, and under what conditions it was traveling.  
 
Although we are not military and do not engage in law enforcement or military activities this book is very 
applicable to what we do.  Man tracking is arguably both an art and a science and this book discusses this 
subject in detail as well as giving you an enjoyable trip into how the good guys track down our country’s 
enemies. 
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GUEST ARTICLE 

More Americans Head Into The Wild Unprepared For ... The Wild 
                10 Tips To Stay Safe In The Wild 

 
Brian Mann, who reported on rescuers seeing more people venturing into the wilderness unprepared, is an 
experienced hiker and paddler who contributes to outdoor magazines. Here's his basic checklist for traveling 
and playing safe when the park you visit is bigger than Central Park. 
 
1. Prepare to spend the night:  You don't need to have a tent or a sleeping bag, but think about what 
happens if you get stuck out there. Are you ready to survive? 
 
2. Always bring a flashlight or a headlamp:  If you're running a little late and darkness falls, losing the trail 
becomes a real danger. Having a light source can save your life. 
 
3. Bring matches or a lighter and know how to use them:  Knowing how to build a fire is one of the most 
important skills in the backcountry.  
 
4. Dress for the conditions you'll face where you're going, not the conditions at home:  If you're climbing a 
mountain, it'll be colder, windier and more exposed than in your driveway. 
 
5. Tell someone where you're going :  Also, when you'll be back and make sure they know what to do (i.e. 
call 911) if you're not home at a reasonable time. 
 
6. Bring a lot more water than you think you'll need:  Seriously, a lot more. Dehydration is deadly in the 
desert but it's also deadly in the cold. Extra power bars or trail mix for emergency snacking are also a great 
idea.  
 
7. Don't wear cotton, even if it looks awesome:  When it's wet from rain or sweat, a cotton t-shirt can wick 
warmth away from your body. Wool or synthetics will keep you dryer and safer. 
 
8. Don't trust your cell phone:  You think it'll bail you out, but if your battery dies, you can't find a signal, or it 
breaks, you're in big trouble.  

http://www.npr.org/2017/10/25/559987030/more-americans-head-into-the-wild-unprepared-for-the-wild
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Article submitted by Daryl Smith, Captain,  Commander Unit #3 
 
Once again a successful and productive year comes to a close. Here is a recap of some 
events Unit 3 has been involved with. Our main event of the third quarter once again 
was the Atwood Area Fall Festival. 2017 was our 5th year attending this event, and our 
participation level continues to increase.  We participated again this year by taking care 
of recycle bins for the 3 day event at the request of the festival committee. This event 
will be moved to a different section of the park for 2018. Unit 3 and Unit 7 personnel 
will be working with the Park Rangers and the festival committee to develop a child 
safety program during the event. OSRT involvement is one more way we are reaching 
out to work with local authorities.   
 
Our second event for the quarter was the annual "OSRT with the Canton Charge" game night. At this event 
we are permitted to hold a 50/50 drawing to add to the general fund. This year turned out well, and OSRT 
also received a generous donation from a Canton area company. Our contact with the Charge front office 
invited OSRT back to participate in  "First Responders Night" in February. So…we will once again put on our 
game faces and help spread the word. 
 
Unit 3 members Lt. Alan Plastow and Mark Pitts are working with HQ to improve our web presence by work-
ing on the Facebook page and a new online learning management system that will help streamline the OSRT 
training process for everyone. In time this will also improve our ability to make timely changes to meet new 
standards and will also help track accomplishments. 
 
I would like to personally thank all OSRT members that came together to help make these events possible. I 
look forward to a fast paced 2018 with more improvements and opportunities. 

GUEST ARTICLE CONT... 

 
 
9. Do a little research and networking:  Learning about a cool hike on Facebook or Instagram isn't enough 
to know what you'll actually face out there. Print out maps and simple trail instructions, talk to park 
employees and other hikers. 
 
10. Have the right gear, which mostly means having the right footwear:  If you're wearing flip-flops or 
heels, you're probably putting yourself in actual danger. But being prepared with the correct gear is 
essential too for safety and comfort.  
 

NOTE: It does take a large wilderness area for people to get into difficulty when out in a relative small 
forest area.   People can quickly get into possible life threatening situation due to a disability injury, 

confused on directions, and/or deteriorating environmental conditions - severe winds, quick flooding, 
freezing rain, and/or snow storm can reduce mobility. 
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OSRT JOINS THE FAA UAS IPP FACEBOOK GROUP 

Article by Dennis Breen, Aviation Branch Operations  
 
We have recently joined this Facebook Group as an interested party to collaborate with lead applicants in 
the State of Ohio. This will be a vital program to enhance the use of and deployment of our current UAS’s 
Please read the welcome letter and intent of the program below. We currently have had a number of hits to 
our Facebook site within the group for interest in mutual association of interests.  
This was our introductory letter to this program on the Facebook Group-Hello, my name is Dennis Breen and 
I am the Planning Section Chief and Aviation Branch Operations officer for the Ohio Special Response Team, 
Inc. in Mansfield, Ohio. We are a 501c (3), Search and Rescue Organization within the State of Ohio. We have 
currently 8 units around the state - located at various County EMA offices. We currently have 4 certified FAA 
Drone pilots and 2 DJI Inspire drones, both with a HD camera and one with an Infrared camera. We would 
like to link up with any Lead Applicant in the State of Ohio. We also have a waiver for night flying. We are 
currently utilized by our local EMA’s and law enforcement agencies. To comply with the various FEMA, 
ASTM, and MRA standards, we were audited by Bryan Enberg who was a Lead Evaluator with MRA 
(Mountain Rescue Association). Based on the audit, we were subsequently added to the State of Ohio 
Disaster Plan as an ESF #9 Search and Rescue organization.  
 
Members of this group can share digital gathering place designed as a resource for interested parties (private 
industry) or lead applicants (state, local, tribal entities) that are seeking a partner(s). 
The FAA encourages you to collaborate and exchange information directly with each other. While the FAA 
will not facilitate or promote any entity within this Group, we will moderate the Group to ensure language is 
appropriate and content is related to this Program. 
 
The FAA reminds followers of the UAS Intergraded Pilot Program (IPP) Group that  is a voluntary digital 
gathering place where lead applicants (state, local, tribal entities) may connect with interested parties, or 
interested parties may connect with lead applicants and/or other interested parties to build partnerships in 
support of the UAS IPP program. There’s no requirement to be a member of the group and all interested 
parties are posted on the FAA Contracting Office webpage. 
 
The UAS IPP program follows the FAA’s procurement policy, which extends to this group. This means that the 
FAA will not provide guidance on discussion topics or facilitate dialogue or conversations among group 
participants. We encourage you to collaborate and exchange information directly with each other. However, 
the FAA will monitor the group to ensure language is 
appropriate. Content that mimics FAA messaging, seeks to 
collect information about the entire group, solicits paid 
work, or is not related to the Program will be removed. 
 
More information about the Program is available on the 
FAA website, which includes contact information, FAQs, 
and links to the Federal Register Notice and Screening 
Information Request. These resources contain the most 
comprehensive information about the program. 
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TAKE THE SAR QUIZ 
Answers can be found on page 12 

Quiz prepared by OSRT Training Section 
 

Test your knowledge of search and rescue principles 
 
(1)       ____________ is a system of symbols and procedures that are used to control 
 errors in communications validate selected parts of messages and 
 performance of communications personnel systems. 
 
(2)       True or False:  The phonetic system does not apply to punctuation or symbols. 
 
(3)       True or False:  The phonetic system has the characteristics of an error  
 correcting code. 
 
(4)       Select:  The number "29" said phonetically is: 
                        a. Twenty-niner 
                        b. Too zee-roh niner 
                        c. Too niner 
                        d. Two nine-ty 
 
(5)       Select:  The letter "R" said phonetically is: 
                        a. Roger 
                        b. Ready 
                        c. Romeo 
                        d. Read-as 
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Why taking First Aid and CPR Training is Important? 
All of our best efforts we take, emergencies do pop up when we least expect 
them. There are times when emergencies do happen and when not trained we 
just do not know what to do. That is one important reason to take First Aid and CPR Training. 
 
The training teaches skills to help those who might experience bleeding, difficulty breathing or chest pain, 
the effects of drugs and other medical emergencies. If one has had the training they are more willing to 
render help. You may help save the life of a family member, friend or even a complete stranger. 
 
 Why taking Blood borne Pathogens Training is important? 
When you are helping a person with First Aid or CPR, you may be exposed to (HIV) Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus, (HBV) Hepatitis B Virus and Hepatitis C. There is a lot more blood borne pathogens out there and a 
number of them have no cure and will lead to death.  
 
Another reason for the training is to learn about an Exposure Control Plan-- how to handle needles and how 
to dispose of regulated waste. The training will teach you how to read the hazard labels and which substitute 
labels that can be used. It will teach you what is needed to transport and ship the hazard waste. 
 
Why it is important to get a Tetanus Shot? 
Tetanus or Lockjaw is a severe bacterial disease.  Lockjaw is as painful as it sounds. Muscle convulsions in the 
neck, jaw and stomach can make breathing painful and difficult. It can also cause cramping in the arms and 
legs with restrictive movement. Severe tetanus can cause lack of oxygen and constricted breathing. This can 
lead to cardiac arrest, respiratory failure and pneumonia which can result or lead to death. That is why you 
need a tetanus shot.  

SAFETY CORNER 
By Chester Ireland, Chief, OSRT Safety Officer 

GEAR REVIEW 

Jetboil Genesis Base Camp 2 Burner 
Cooking System  Review By Capt. Joseph 
Bobot 
The Jet Boil Genesis Base Camp 2 Burner Cooking System is a compact two-burner 
stove system that runs on a standard 16.4-ounce propane bottle and allows you to 
whip up everything from bacon and eggs for breakfast to spaghetti and meatballs for 
dinner. The compact design allows the stove to fold together and nest in the included 
pot for easy carrying up to camp, but also limits the amount of space the system 
takes up in the back of your rig when camping. Once set up, the Genesis morphs into 
a mini backcountry kitchen with a burner for the included non-stick frying pan that 
doubles as a lid and the five-liter pot that also functions as a container for the 
cooking system. I have this stove and it is great for camping!  Price is about $295. 
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Robert Swank makes his home in Jackson County, Ohio back in the woods on 7 acres with wife and 2 
shepherds (just pets). He has seven children with 4 still at home the other 3 have left home. 
 
Retired from the State Highway Patrol since 1998.  Served 26 years at the Jackson Post of the Highway 
Patrol.  Presently he is an EMT for Jackson County  (paid position) working 40-50 + hours a week.  In addition 
he is a Lieutenant on a local  township volunteer fire department - served there since 1979.  He is a deputy 
Emergency Management Agency (EMA) director for the County since 1993.  He is part of the water TAC 
team, Hazmat, and Confined Space Rescue Team for Jackson County. Serves as a DAT rep for Red Cross 
responding to fires and issuing assistance to people. He earned a Bachelor of Science in communication from 
Ohio University in 1989.  Has have been a high school soccer official for 29 years. 
 
Robert  have been a volunteer instructor in first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR),  and a lifeguard for 
the Red Cross.  He has been an instructor for National Pool and Water Parks.  Presently  he is an instructor 
for Star Fish Aquatics for Life Guard, Swimming, first aid, and CPR under American Safety Health Institute. 
Robert  also certified under Emergency Care Safety Instructor for first aid CPR.  He is presently a Certified 
Flight Instrument Instructor,  and Multi Engine Instrument Instructor  teaching out of the Jackson airport.  
Has instructed out of Circleville, Bolton  and Columbus airports.  He presently serves on the airport authority.  
Robert is an Eagle Scout and has been a scout master for 10 years while his sons were at home.  He has been 
a member of  OSRT since  2010 and has earned Search Technician Level I.  He has been assigned to OSRT Unit 
5 since joining the organization. 
 
He wears many hats and usually leaves one job to go to another.  He  is on call 24/7 for fire, EMA, and the 
Red Cross.  Robert likes to learn new skills but needs to make himself to  slow down and pace his responses.  
Not enough time and energy to do everything he would like to do.  His first responsibility has been to the 
local community and to stay available  

ROBERT SWANK 

Member, OSRT Unit 5 

Ohio Special Response Team 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+cardiopulmonary+resuscitation
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THE SAR QUIZ 
(Answers from page 6) 

 
(1)       Phonetics 
(2)       False 
(3)       True 
(4)       C 
(5)       C 

 
Chaplain’s    Corner 

Greetings All,  

 

I hope this newsletter finds you doing well and recovering from 

the Holiday Season.  Whether you’ve just walked through the 

greatest year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this one 

finally over, one truth still rings clear. You are not alone; Our God 

is a “with us" God.  Emanuel is a name we commonly hear only 

around the Holiday season.  A name used by both Christians and 

Jews alike, Emanuel means “God with Us” and Our God never 

changes.   

 

Remember throughout the year that no matter what you do… 

“God is with YOU” and I am here for you as well. 

On 9-5-2017 our drone helped with damage assessment for Rich-
land County by taking photos. This is damage of a home from the 
F2 tornado. Ohio Special Response Team members are trained to 
conduct effective and rapid damage assessments in order to save 
lives, protect property, the environment, and begin the process of 
recovery.  


