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A publication of the Ohio Special Response Team  

SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL FIELD TRAINING 

EXERCISE JUN 2017 

Article submitted by Elvin Burnell, OSRT Commander  

The organization held its annual field training (FTX) on June 3rd – 5th, 2017 at 
Hidden Hollow Camp.    There were members in attendance from all of   the 
OSRT units.  The agenda for the 3 days allowed for classroom sessions, outdoor 
training, time to make new acquaintance and to renew existing ones. The 
Headquarters staff arrived on Thursday to setup operations and to prepare for 
the arrival of the members. 
 
 Friday started with a bang – everyone was outside for field training. Two 
sessions were conducted simultaneously – after 3 hours the members rotated 
between the sessions.  
   * One session was devoted to refresher training in low angle rope rescue.  
Our OSRT rope instructors provided the training. 
 
  *The other session concentrated on human tracking skills.  The training was 
given by two professional trackers.  Members learned the techniques for 
interpreting human tracks. These skills could prove to very helpful in searching 
for a missing person in the rural or urban environment. 
 
Friday afternoon our speaker provided information on potable water in the 
Ohio outdoor environment and use of portable water filers.  Members had a 
lot questions concerning the 
quality of the water and  the 
various types of water filters. 
The instructor recommended 
the Sawyer Mini Water Filter 
System. The unit is compact 
and very light weight – can 
easily be carried in a SAR 
pack.  Each member 
attending the FTX received 
the Sawyer Water Filter. 
 
Saturday was a very busy day 
of training.  The day started 
off with simultaneous classes 
– one on the Garmin Dakota 
GPS units.   
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Proudly Affiliated with.. 

THE OHIO SPECIAL RESPONSE TEAM 
 

The Ohio Special Response Team (OSRT), Incorporated is 
a broad based response unit able to respond to a variety 

of emergencies and disasters in support of the civil 
authorities. Possessing a range of skills increases the 

value and versatility of the unit to the civil authorities. 
Members of the unit are trained to rigid standards in a 

number of skills to assure they can accomplish the 
assigned task (s). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  JOIN THE TEAM! 

Would you like more information about OSRT or would 
you like to volunteer? 

 
Contact Information 

597 PARK AVENUE EAST RD 
MANSFIELD, OH 44905 

419-528-0041 
OSRTINC@YAHOO.COM  

 
  facebook.com/ohiospecialresponseteam  

 
 

The Vanguard Staff 
The term Vanguard originates with the medieval French 
avant-garde, i.e. the ward in front. The vanguard would 
lead the line of march and would deploy first on the field 

of battle.  OSRT strives to lead the way in volunteer 
assistance through a variety of services, leadership and 

professionalism. 
 

Editor in Chief:  Capt. Philip Lohmeyer 
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The other course was the Ohio State Course on 
Meth Labs.  A representative from the Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office instructed the course.  
The members attending these classes rotated 
after 2 hours in order to give all of the attendees 
an opportunity to receive the training. 
 
A SAR Exercise was implemented after lunch on 
Saturday. The exercise provided the opportunity 
to practice managing a SAR incident and to utilize 
search strategy and tactics. This was a great 
learning experience for the members.  After the 
exercise members were rewarded with a grilled 
steak dinner. 
 
Sunday morning commenced with church services 
for those members who desired to attend. The 
church services were followed by a debriefing on 
the SAR exercise.  The last training session for the 
weekend was on FEMA Initial Assessment - a 
representative from Ohio Emergency 
Management Office provided the instructions on 
the course. 
 
The annual field training exercise turned out to be 
a really great event. The FTX attendees developed 
some new skills and had the opportunity to 
practice  previously learned skills.  

FTX (Cont. from page 1) 
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OSRT PARTICIPATES IN EXERCISE WITH CASE 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Article submitted by William Ryan, Capt., Commander Unit 7 

The Case Western Reserve University School of Nursing, as part of their Dorothy Ebersbach Academic 
Center for Flight Nursing, conducts an annual Flight Nursing Summer Camp. This 5 day camp focuses on 
providing workshops in all aspects of providing advanced life support in the very dangerous environment of 
Aeromedical Flight Operations. It concludes with a Mass Casualty event. This year they wanted to conduct 
this event in a wilderness environment so they reached out to the Buckeye Emergency Response Training 
School for instruction and to OSRT to help implement this event. 
 
Beth Davis, an instructor with BERTS, conducted a 90 minute training 
course on search tactics and techniques, while members of OSRT 
established command, and a communications net. The nurses were divided 
into two teams, with Capt Brad Payne taking direction of the one team, and 
I took the other. This gave us two unified teams, where the SAR leaders 
were able to keep the teams oriented to location, search area, and 
direction of the search allowing the nurses the freedom to focus on triage 
and treatment of the many victims. In very short order, the multi acre site 
was searched, with all 22 victims being located and treatment begun. The 
most severely injured were evacuated to the landing area where a 
Metrohealth Lifeflight Helicopter soon landed.  
 
This was a great opportunity to work with new partnerships, creating a new 
environment for us, while demonstrating the usefulness of having a 
command and control structure in place that could provide real time 
communications and documentation of the search. By combining GPS units 
and UHF radios the teams were able to communicate to command the 
location, number, and severity of the casualties as they were being triaged. 
In addition, Command was able, through the radio logs and downloaded 
GPS tracks, to provide a written record of the event as it was unfolding. 
 
Congratulations to everyone for helping to 
provide an exceptional experience to these 
nursing professionals. Your skill and 
professionalism was evident in tackling a 
mission new to us but not really outside of 
our scope. 
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OSRT EXECISE IN THE HINCKLEY RESERVATION 
Article submitted by William Ryan, Capt., Commander Unit 7 

May gave us the opportunity to return to the Whipps Ledges in the Hinckley Reservation of the Cleveland 
Metroparks for some integrated training and low angle rope rescue work.  
 
Lt. Dale Thompson conducted the canine search, with help from former members Rob and Beth Davis and 
their canines Probie and Shadow. Cpt Daryl Smith deployed the Hasty Search teams and the Extraction 
team, once the subjects were located. The scenario involved Daniel Dickerson, and Tyler Dubina playing the 
part of two lost hikers last seen entering the lower Whipps Ledges woods. Using that information, the 
canine teams demonstrated just how effective they could be finding a live subject in a large geographical 
area by locating the two subjects within 40 minutes of leaving Staging. It was then time for the rope team to 
get to work as Tyler did a great job of convincing the search teams that he had a severe leg injury, 
necessitating deployment of the rope team, under the direction of Cpt. Tim Durbin, to then perform a low 
angle rope rescue with a long carry to the nearest road.  
 
It was great seeing how well the various members were able to perform their individual tasks, while 
combining efforts in a true Team effort to find, and extract over very rough terrain a badly injured hiker.  
Everyone lent a much needed hand on the long carry out.  
 
It was a great day of training, giving us the chance to combine canine, land search, and technical rescue 
tasks into a realistic search scenario. My thanks to everyone who was able to participate and especially to 
Tyler and Daniel for being such good sports about playing the role of search subjects. They really added a 
touch of realism to the training. 
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Article submitted by  Daryl Smith, Capt., Commander Unit 3  
 
  Once again spring/early summer has proven to be a busy time for our unit. 
Unit 3 has participated in a number of events: the Whipps Ledges training 
exercise, the Zoar Dock Dog Festival, National Night Out at Target in Massillon 
and OSRTs first invite to the Case-Western Reserve Flight Nurse plane crash 
exercise. I want to thank all OSRT members who helped make these events 
successful, and special thanks to Captain Ryan of Unit 7 in Medina for his help 
and support. Unit 3 and Unit 7 are learning to work together with support going 
both ways as much as possible….the true definition of teamwork. 
 

  As of this writing, Unit 3 has one more new member and 2 in process. I wish to welcome Mark Pitts to our 
ranks. Mark is a hospital security officer and comes with a background in the U.S. Army. He has jumped in 
with both feet and will be completing his SARTECH 2 this fall. Also in the process of joining our group are Dr. 
Mark Christine DVM and his wife Barbara. I believe they will be a great addition to our ranks. 
  I want to congratulate Alan Plastow for his promotion to Lieutenant in Unit 3. Alan has proven to be a 
leader and mentor in his short time with us and has earned this title. 
 
I also wish to write something about our sUAV (small Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) program. Thanks to the 
generosity of those who see the need for this technology, OSRT now has 2 operational drone units that can 
be deployed. These are tools just as are GPS, ropes, packs, etc. Our sUAVs program can be an asset to any 
jurisdiction requesting support. 
 
 Emergency response teams, usually the first on the ground to cover missing persons and disasters of all 
types, are adopting drone technology quickly.  Being able to evaluate a situation immediately and to identify 
victims stranded in the midst of debris caused by floods, fires, and earthquakes in the first few hours after a 
disaster hits makes a significant human impact.  
 
 Imaging systems have been used for years to provide situational awareness. Drones provide a great way to 
get powerful imaging equipment in the air, quickly. In search and rescue operations, drones allow greater 
coverage of a search area – and thermography allows rescue teams to work through the night, significantly 
increasing the potential for success.  Thermal imaging cameras give teams the power to “see in total 
darkness,” says FLIR, the global leader in thermographic imaging sensors. 
 
  A report published by DJI said that more than 58 lives had been saved directly through the use of drone 
technology – and countless others when drones are used as part of an emergency response. Drones have 
been instrumental in saving lives through search and rescue, emergency response, and firefighting.  
  Our units are DJI Inspire 1 birds with high definition cameras and multiple battery packs for extended 
mission times. The main drone package also has the aforementioned FLIR thermal imaging camera and a 
second remote to control the camera while the pilot focuses on flight.  
 
 OSRT has been built on standards and procedures that ensure our compliance with regulations. Along with 
this comes the expectation that we as a group can provide rapid results. I believe we meet those 
expectations, and using new technology can only help.  



Page 7 Volume 8, Issue 2 

The Ohio Special Response Team goal is to support the civil authorities in search and rescue events with:    
  *members that are trained to the recognized national standards in search and rescue. 
  *trained canines with a range of capabilities. 
  *technologies that can support a search and rescue operation. 
  *a deployable communication system for each OSRT unit. The system facilitates communications in real 
time (sound and video) between the  search and rescue unit and the OSRT operation center. The 
communication system includes equipment for land navigation  utilized by members on a search event.  
 
The organization combines trained members and technologies to enhance our  objective to save lives. 
 
Late last year the unit purchased its first DJI Inspire I UAV to support search operations.  This UAV can be 
equipped with either a high definition camera or a infrared red camera. The unit has FAA licensed 
members to operate the UAV.  To further increase our capacities in technology a second DJI Inspire I 
(reference photograph) was recently purchased. This unit is equipped with a high definition camera.  
 
The unit has future plans to purchase additional technology related equipment to further  enhance search 
capabilities.  
 
Last May two OSRT units tested their Tactical Communication Net at a location some 70 miles from 
headquarters.  The SAR training exercise allowed the units to set up the equipment and to communicate 
with headquarters. Not only did the system function  - but did so beyond expectations.  There will 
probably be updates and changes incorporated into the system as OSRT members gain experience  with 
the operational capabilities of the equipment. 
 
  

UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLE CAPACITIES EXPANDED 
Article by Elvin W. Burnell, OSRT Commander 
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TAKE THE SAR QUIZ 
Answers can be found on page 12 

Quiz prepared by Dennis Breen, Chief of Planning/Training 
 
1. What two problems, if litigated, may occur, when a person who has refused treatment and / or transport, later 

suffers harmful consequences after the medical personnel have left? 
 

a. Determining what information the patient was given to make the decision to refuse treatment and or 
transport. 

b. Was the patient allowed to ask for a second opinion concerning their condition? 
c. Was the patient a minor? 
d. Were options given the patient if they changed their mind? 

 
2. What information is on the ‘Blue’ side of the VFIS Medical Miranda card as issued to OSRT members? ( VFIS – 

Volunteer Firemen’s  Insurance Services/ insurance carried by OSRT). 
 

a. How the patient may contact the VFIS insurance provider. 
b. How to obtain a copy of their records as may be generated by treatment and / or transport. 
c. Provides information on intended use. 
d. List of available treatment at no cost to the patient. 

 
3.   How many items on the VFIS Patient Refusal Information Sheet require the patient to provide their initials? 
 

a.      2 
b.      5 
c.      3 
d.      4 

 
4.   What information is on the ‘Red’ side of the VFIS Medical Miranda card as issued to OSRT members? 
 

a. A continuation of the information found on the ‘Blue’ side. 
b. Contact information. 
c. Patient refusal rights and other information. 
d. The patient’s ability to retain the VFIS Medical Miranda card  

 
5.   Prior to rendering ANY kind or type of medical aid, what must an OSRT member be in possession of? 
 

a. Their current certification card(s) that describes the member’s level of medical training. 
b. The VFIS Medical Miranda card. 
c. The VFIS Refusal form. 
d. Their faculties.      
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QUICK GUIDE TO WATER PURIFICATION 
Article by Steve Hacht, Survival Tactics, 6589 East Main St. Reynoldsburg OH 43068  
 
Steve spoke at the 2017 Field Training Exercise June 2017 on obtaining potable (drinking) water in field conditions.  He 
further addressed the use of portable water filters and the type recommended for our use. 
 
Method 1: Water Purifier/Filtration 
One of the easiest ways to make water safe to drink is by using portable water filtration systems. 
Basically, you are taking the water in question and passing it through a microscopic filter that is rated for a certain size 
of organism.  The pores in the filter itself are rated in Microns.  The smaller the micron size of the pore in the filter, the 
better it is at removing the organisms. Here are some common Microorganisms and the size filter you would need to 
deal with them:  
 

• Giardia, Cryptosporidium: (these are around 5 microns or larger in size), a filter rated between 1-4 microns will deal 
with them just fine 

• Cholera, E Coli, Salmonella: (Around.2-.5 Microns in size) you will need Micro Filter rated at .2-1.0 microns in pore 
size 

• Hepatitis A, rotavirus, Norwalk Virus (these are around .004 microns in size) you need a filter rated at least .004 
microns to deal with it. 

 
When you use a filter, try to use the cleanest water available.  Water with a lot of suspended particles can clog the small 
pores in the water filters fairly quickly.  If you cannot find clear water, use a purifier (if one is provided with your 
portable water filter) to get out the major “junk” in the water before you use your filter.  If you don’t have a Pre-filter 
try to let the water you want to filter stand overnight to let the larger particles settle in the bottom.  
 
Method 2: Boiling 
Another way to kill microorganisms and make water safe to drink is by Boiling.  It’s quick, easy, and one of the most sure
-fire methods available.  According to the Wilderness Medical Society, water temps above 160 degrees Fahrenheit (70C) 
kill all known pathogens within 30 minutes.  Above 185 degrees Fahrenheit (85C) it does it in a few minutes.  Water 
Boils at 212 Degrees Fahrenheit (at sea-level, the higher the altitude the less temp is required to get water to boil), so 
by the time you get water to a rapid boil you can be reasonably sure that all the pathogens present are dead.  Just to be 
safe, I would suggest that you allow the water to boil for at least 1-2 minutes-just to be sure. 
 
Method 3: Chemical Purification 
These are 2 kinds of Chemical Purification that I would recommend; one type is Bleach and the other Iodine. 
Chlorine (Liquid Bleach): Bleach can be more than just something you can use to make your white clothes brighter; it 
can be a lifesaver in a survival situation.  Use PLAIN bleach (no scented versions):  Also remember that Liquid Bleach 
does degrade in strength as it ages.  There is no real way for us to tell if Bleach we are using is at its full strength or not 
so if this is a method you choose to use, remember to rotate your stash of Liquid Bleach at least every 3 months or so.  
Dosage: (assuming water is clean/clear) 
 

• 2 drops of Bleach to 1 Quart of water 

• 8 drops of Bleach to 1 Gallon of water 

• ½ Teaspoon of Bleach to 5 Gallons of Water 
 

Stir the water/bleach solution and allow to sit (Dwell time) for at least ½ Hour before Drinking.  If the water is Cloudy in 
appearance, pre-filter or let it sit overnight to allow the larger participant matter to settle to the bottom of your 
container.  Then pour off the more clear water before you treat it.   

SURVIVAL TACTICS 
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QUICK GUIDE TO WATER PURIFICATION (CONT.) 
 
Liquid Iodine:  Iodine is a great option for water purification/disinfection.  It has a much longer shelf life than Liquid 
Bleach (12 years if stored properly).  Store your Iodine out of direct sunlight/bright light as it is light-sensitive. 
Iodine works best for disinfection if the water is at/above 68 degrees Fare height (21C) 
Dosage: (Cloudy Water) 
 

• 10 Drops per quart of water 

• Allow to sit (dwell) for at least 30 minutes prior to drinking 
 
*You can improve the taste of water treated with Iodine if you add around 50mg of Vitamin C to the solution.  If you 
choose to do this, do not add the Vitamin C to the water until AFTER your water has sat for a minimum of 30 minutes, 
allowing the iodine to kill the harmful organisms.* 
 
Other Methods: 
UV light: Theory of operation- 
UV light makes the harmful bacteria in the water unable to reproduce, which makes them much less likely to cause 
havoc when you drink them. 
 
I like the Idea of UV light as a way of making water safe to drink but for me, the jury is still out-especially in a Survival 
Situation.  The problems I foresee with UV light are: 

• You have to replace the bulb at least once a year to maintain proper dosage of UV light.   As bulbs age, they give off 
less light and you may not get enough UV light from an older bulb to render the harmful bacteria sterile. 

• You will need a power source (plug in, battery) to use 

• You MUST pre-filter the water you are looking to treat, as any 
particles that are suspended in the water can cast shadows, 
shielding the bacteria you are trying to kill from the UV light. 

 
Tablets: 
There are numerous types/brands on the market today; they are 
portable and safe when you follow the manufacturer directions.  
Make sure to pay attention to the expiration dates on the bottles. 
 
So there you go- potable water purification in a nutshell. 
Always have at least 2 methods available to you, as you can never 
tell when you might need it as a backup.  As I tend to be slightly 
paranoid by nature, I use multiple methods to ensure my water is 
safe to drink.  So I may filter my water with a water filter, then 
boil it, bleach it, or add Iodine. For OSRT I recommend the MINI 
Filter – reference phot0graph. 
 
Be Ready, Be Safe…. Be PREPARED! 

SURVIVAL TACTICS 
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What is risk assessment? It is hazard identification on jobs or tasks to be performed. What needs 

to be understood is that behind each fatality or serious injury are at risk factors like behavior and 

unidentified hazards that contributed to an incident. 

 
Risk assessment is a major part of safety. The only way that safety works is that the people in 

charge take a leading role in managing the safety program. By doing a complete risk assessment 

on a job or task,  will help cut down on accidents. 

 
What is a hazard? A hazard is a condition or circumstances that lead to potential harm. We can 

divide hazards into two categories. 

 

*Safety Hazards (cause physical harm,  injuries or death.) 

*Health Hazards (cause occupational illnesses.) 

 

That is why risk assessment is needed to be done. 

 
Hazards may be identified by, Observation, Hazard and risk surveys, Safety audits and Regulations 

and best practices. The above are some ways that we can identify hazards. 

 
A Job Hazard Analysis (JSA) is a technique that focuses on job tasks. It is a way to help identify 

hazards before they happen. JSA help focus on the task along with things like the tools to be used 

and the task environment.  When you identify the hazards, you will take steps to eliminate or 

reduce them to an acceptable risk level to perform the task. 

 

You may ask where I begin with the JSA. 

 

Involve your team members.  Review the accident history of the task.  Conduct a task review. 

List rank and set priorities for hazardous task.  Outline the steps of each task. 

 
After you have done a JSA on risk assessment and hazard identification discuss your 

recommendations with all team members who will be performing the task and consider their 

responses very carefully. If for any reason you change a task procedure be sure all team members 

understand why and are trained on the change. 

 

Hope these tips help you in performing Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment. 

 

References  

OSHA.gov 

Certified Occupational Safety Specialist: Student Workbook. Version 2.5 

WHY RISK ASSESSMENTS? 
Article submitted by Chester Ireland, Chief -OSRT Safety Officer 
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BOB GANNON 

Member, OSRT Unit 7 

Ohio Special Response Team 

 

 
I was born and raised in Buffalo, NY until moving to Cleveland in my late 20’s.  I moved here when I got 

married to a native of Cleveland and have been here ever since.  I have five children; the youngest two are 

still in college.  Coming from Buffalo I really enjoy winter, although winters in Ohio are a lot different than in 

Buffalo.  That is how I ended up joining OSRT.  In the fall of 2016 I took a Mountain Travel & Rescue course 

thru the National Ski Patrol.  Several of the participants were SAR in Buffalo and I became very interested 

after that training.   
I have always been one who helps others when the need arises whether it is helping to build a deck on a 

friend’s house or riding the squad as a volunteer fireman when I was younger.  I have been an Alpine and 

Nordic Patroller with National Ski Patrol for the past 15 years.  I am currently a member of the National 

Mountain Bike Association providing assistance both mechanical and medically in the park systems of Ohio.   
I am also a member of Cleveland and Lake County Metro Parks volunteer programs.  In my spare time, I 

coach rowing to several colleges and adult programs in Cleveland and am working on my graduate degree 

from Cleveland State University.  I am a CPR/AED First Aid Instructor with the American Heart Association 

and hold a private pilot license although I have not flown in a few years.  If it’s not obvious I’m not one to sit 

around much. 
In order to make money to support all my hobbies I have a real job as a Project Engineer for a company in 

Streetsboro.  My work history has been predominantly as an engineer, travelling extensively at times.  My 

current position requires no travel so I added a new member to my family, a Chocolate Newfoundland 

puppy.  I look forward to working and training with OSRT and becoming a contributing member.   
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Congratulations to Craig Spieker for his recent election to the National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) 
Board of Directors. Craig has been involved in search and rescue for many years in many capacities; a charter 
member of the Ohio Special Response Team; the co-owner of Buckeye Emergency Response Training School; an SAR 
instructor for NASAR 
 
Craig has been involved in organized SAR work since 2005 and is a Co-Owner/Operator of Buckeye Emergency 
Response Training School. He is a Type III Incident Commander and is certified by the National Association for Search 
and Rescue (NASAR) as a SARTECH I/Crew Leader, ISAR and FunSAR Instructor, SARTECH I & II Lead Evaluator, and an 
ASHI Instructor. He is a 2010 graduate of the National Search and Rescue School. He is a Captain/Paramedic with 
Hanco EMS where he is a State EMS Instructor and in charge of training and various other programs. He is also a 
Captain/Paramedic and Haz-Mat Technician with the Liberty Township Fire Department, where he was selected as 
“2012 Firefighter of the Year”. He is also a Haz-Mat Technician with the Findlay/Hancock County Haz-Mat Team. He is 
a member of the Fortune Bay Expedition Team and a member of Tyler County OEM Search & Rescue Team in West 
Virginia.   
 
He has 5 years active Army experience as a Combat Airborne Military Policeman at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. While 
stationed in NC, his tours of duty include serving in Saudi Arabia and Iraq during Desert Shield/Desert Storm; Panama; 
Newfoundland; Homestead, Florida for Hurricane Andrew relief efforts and have conducted various other missions 
around the world. He also served 7 years in the Ohio Military Reserves.  In 2006, he was selected as Ohio’s Senior 
Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year. In 2012, he retired as B Company, 1st Civil Support Battalion’s First Sergeant 
in the Ohio Military Reserve, where he was a Military Security Specialist, Senior Military Emergency Management 
Specialist, trainer and leader. 
 
He has worked and/or trained with U.S. Military and Foreign Special Forces personnel, U.S. Deputy Marshals, FBI 
Agents, CIA Agents, U.S. Postal Investigations as well as multiple police and sheriff’s departments, local, state and 
abroad.  For advanced police training and search and rescue, he has trained and/or certified persons from 38 
different states and 6 other countries.  In 2012, he was awarded the Presidential “Call to Service Award” in 
recognition for his volunteer work. 
 
Craig is a retired Police Officer with over 27 years of Law Enforcement experience and an Associate’s Degree in 
Criminal Justice Technologies. He served in the Patrol Division as a Traffic Accident Reconstructionist, Emergency 
Medical Dispatch Instructor, Driving Instructor, Crisis Intervention Officer and a Master Underwater Crime Scene 
Rescue/Recovery Diver with the Emergency Response Team. He still serves as a Special Deputy and the Commander 
for the Sheriff’s Office Dive Team.  
 
Craig is a 1st Degree Black Belt in American Karate through Champion Karate Centers and 1st Degree Black Belt with 
the World Martial Arts Federation.  He is working on his third Black Belt in 
Chuck Norris System (Chun Kuk Do) through the United Fighting Arts 
Federation (UFAF).  Craig is an avid shooter, bow hunter, fisherman, and he 
loves to camp.  He loves the outdoors and enjoys all that it offers.  He is an 
Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America, earning this honor in 1990 and 
still serves as a Merit Badge Counselor and the Post Advisor for the Hancock 
County Fire & EMS Explorers.  He has been married to Jill for over 26 years, 
who is very supportive and encouraging and they have two children; one 
young lady and one young man, ages 23 & 18 respectively. He and his wife 
enjoy attending and serving at church on the safety and security, medical, 
greeting and ushering teams. 

THE SAR QUIZ 
(Answers from page 8) 

 
1. a & d  
2. c   
3. d 
4. c  
5. b & c  

CRAIG SPIEKER ELECTED TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Article by Elvin W. Burnell, OSRT Commander 


